A Pilgrimage through the Stained Glass Windows
St. Mary’s Church, Bismarck, ND

Text written by Ruth Hanggi Braus
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Kneel before the Blessed Sacrament
Lord Jesus, aid us in our meditation on Scripture and the Lives of the Saints through the
observation of the beautiful stained glass windows of St. Mary’s Church. Amen.
Rise
Before people could read and write, one means of learning their religion was by observing
and meditating on the stained glass windows of their parish church. Let us follow their
example by making a little pilgrimage to expand our knowledge and interest in following
the path to our Lord.

Window 1 – THE HOLY SPIRIT
Cleanse our hearts by the light of the Holy Spirit, through our Lord Jesus Christ in the unity of
the same Holy Spirit. Amen.
Notice the window is in the shape of a circle which is a symbol of eternity – of infinity. There
is no beginning point or an ending point.
Throughout Scripture, The Holy Spirit is symbolized by a dove. At the time of Jesus’ baptism
in the Jordan River, St. John the Baptist said, “I saw the Spirit come down like a dove from the
sky and remain upon Him (Jesus).” (John 1:32) Notice the halo around the head of the dove
which signifies the Holy Spirit’s divinity.
O God, who instructed the hearts of the faithful
by the light of the Holy Spirit, grant that through
the same Holy Spirit, we may always be
truly wise and rejoice in His Consolation through
our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives
and rules with You in the unity of the same Holy
Spirit, One God forever and ever. Amen.
(Mass of the Pentecost)
HOLY SPIRIT, GIVE US PEACE IN OUR LIVES.

Window 2 – THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY, THE BLESSED VIRGIN
Virgin Mary, holy and untainted, I know not how to utter
your praises; for you carried in your womb the One who the
heavens cannot contain. Amen. (Mass of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary)
At the top of the window is seen a cross which reminds
us that in all that we do, we keep in mind that Jesus saved
us by the cross.
Below, we see two lions which are reminiscent of the
Lions’ Gate in the old wall in Jerusalem. The Lions’ Gate
leads to the Church of St. Ann, mother of Mary, which is
believed to be built over the place that Mary lived with
her mother and father, St. Ann and St. Joachim.
This figure of Mary points to her Immaculate Heart. Her
flaming heart is pierced by a sword and ringed around by
flowers symbolizing charity.
The Virgin Mary was worthy to be Christ’s mother. This
mystery surpasses human understanding; that it was possible for God to fashion a human soul so beautiful, so full of
grace, so pure and immaculate, that it actually became
fitting for Mary to give to Jesus the life with which He saved
the world. (Maryknoll Fathers)
MARY, FLOWER OF GOD’S CREATION, PRAY FOR US.

Window 3 – THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD, JESUS CHRIST
Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to those on whom His favor rests. Amen.
Luke 2:14
For some reason the upper and lower parts of this window are not the same time style. Upon
examination, we don’t know the disunity of the two parts: the upper part shows Apostolic symbols while the lower part is dedicated to the birth of Christ.
At the very top of the window is a circular seal with the letters I H S. The S is a Greek C, so I H
S represents the name of Jesus Christ in Greek – I H C O U C. Some people say that it means
“I have suffered.”
Below and to the left is another circular seal with the papal tiara placed on two crossed keys
symbolizing the office of the pope, bishop of Rome, head of the Church.
To the right is a third circular seal signifying the three theological virtues: the anchor for faith,
the cross for hope and the heart for love. The writing on the banner at the top of the seal is “IN
HOC SIGNO VINCES” WHICH TRANSLATES “In this sign, you will conquer.” It is purported that Emperor Constantine saw this message in the sky, causing him to be converted to Christianity in
313 A.D.
In the upper part of the window again we see the cross, known as the Passion Cross. See the
many, roses, there. In the Holy Land, one may see whole fields of roses grouping just as we see
fields of wheat growing in North Dakota.

Notice that this window faces east. It receives the morning sun with the beginning of each
day. The dawning of each day reminds us of the dawning of faith into which we are plunged at
our Baptism. In the Nativity, we celebrate the dawning of a new era in human history: when God
became one of us to bring all of us new life in His Son, Christ Jesus.
Shepherds, who were guarding their flocks on the prairie, heard the angelic choir announce
the birth of Our Lord God, singing “GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST, AND ON EARTH PEACE TO
THOSE ON WHOM HIS FAVOR REST.” Luke 2:14. They found the cave where the Baby Jesus way
laying in a manger wrapped in swaddling clothes.
One lamb, seen lying on the floor, is bound, foreshadowing the suffering Christ will endure
during His crucifixion.
The feast of Epiphany is also commemorated in this scene since the Three Kings are seen near
the manger. It is significant that one of the Kings was from Africa. St. Bede (672-735 A. D.) considered the Kings representatives of the three continents of Europe, Africa and Asia, often seen
racially as white, yellow and black. There is no racial discrimination at Jesus’ Nativity.
In some European countries such as Austria, the people continue an ancient custom of a
house blessing on Epiphany recalling the visit of the magi. After the house blessing, usually by
the pastor, the initials of the traditional names of the Magi, Gaspar (or Caspar), Melchior and
Balthasar, are inscribed and connected by crosses at the top of the door frame with the number
of the year at the beginning and the end: 20 + G+ M + B + 14.
Jesus received homage from pagan nations bringing gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.
“Opening their treasurers, they offered Him precious gifts: gold, as to a great king; frankincense
as to the True God; and myrrh for his burial.” (Maryknoll Fathers)
Kingship is signified by the crown and scepter on the floor below the crib. Next to them, the
bright red rose indicates the presence of one without peer. Notice the band of angels floating
above the Christ Child.
From Egypt, nobles will come; Ethiopia will stretch out its hands to God. Kingdoms of the earth,
sing to God. Psalm 68
LET THE HEAVENS BE GLAD AND THE EARTH REJOICE BEFORE THE LORD WHO COMES.
PSALM 96:11, 13

Window 4 – ST. JOSEPH AND JESUS
The just shall flourish like the palm tree; shall grow like a
cedar of Lebanon. Planted in the house of the Lord, they
shall flourish in the courts of Our God. Psalm 92
At the top of the window, we see the lily which signifies
purity.
Jesus, with His foster-father St. Joseph, show in their
faces the loving relationship that was theirs. Their faces
radiate the love they have for one another. It was Joseph’s
trade that Christ learned, and it was Joseph’s speech that
Christ imitated.
Supreme Pontiff Pius IX, assenting to the desires and
prayers of the whole Catholic world, proclaimed St. Joseph
as the patron of the whole Catholic world.
Now St. Joseph is especially venerated in connection with
prayers offered for the grace of a happy death.
In St. Joseph’s hand, we see a staff blooming like a lily.
There is a legend concerning the budding staff of St.
Joseph in which Zechariah, the high priest, told many that
in a revelation, he was instructed by an angel to bring
together marriageable men and have each leave his staff
in the temple overnight. The Lord’s choice of husband for
Mary would be revealed through a sign. In the morning,
the staff of St. Joseph, the carpenter, was found to have
blossomed, while the other suitors’ staffs were barren.
(Rev. Peter Klein)
Be present with us, merciful God, and through the prayers
of the blessed confessor Joseph, on our behalf, keep safe
the gifts with which your goodness surrounds us.
Postcommunion of Mass of St. Joseph.
HE MADE HIM LORD OF HIS HOUSE AND RULER OF ALL HIS
POSSESSIONS. GLORY BE TO THE FATHER AND TO THE SON AND TO THE HOLY SPIRIT, AS IT WAS
IN THE BEGINNING, IS NOW AND EVER SHALL BE WORLD WITHOUT END. Amen.

Window 5 – JESUS, THE GOOD SHEPHERD
I myself will pasture my sheep. I myself will give them rest,
says the Lord God. The lost I will seek out, the strayed I will
bring back. The injured I will bind up, the sleek and fat I will
guard. St. Augustine – On Shepherds
At the top of the window we see the chalice which
contains Christ’s blood at the consecration of the Mass.
Christ with his shepherd’s crook holds a lamb in His arms
as the patient ewe waits at Christ’s side. The lamb is happy
to have attention.
Christ walks in the grass that isn’t lush, but is plentiful.
The shrubs and trees are well leafed out. The sheep look
well-fed.
“Who one among you having a hundred sheep and losing
one of them would not leave the ninety-nine in the desert
and go after the lost one until he find it? And when he does
find it, he sets it on his shoulders with great joy and, upon
his arrival home, he calls together his friends and neighbors
and says to them, ‘Rejoice with me because I have found my
lost sheep.’ I tell you, in just the same way, there will be
more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over
ninety-nine righteous people who have no need
of repentance.” (Luke 15:4-7)
PSALM OF DAVID: THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want,
In verdant pastures He gives me repose;
Beside restful waters He leads me; He refreshes my soul.
He guides me in right paths for His name’s sake.
Even though I walk in the dark valley I fear no evil; for you
are at my side,
With Your rod and Your staff that give me courage.
Only goodness and kindness follow me all the days of my life;
And I shall dwell in the house of the Lord for years to come. Psalm 23

Window 6 – ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
And you, little child, you shall be called Prophet of the Most High; For you will go before the Lord
to prepare a way for Him, to give His people knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of
their sins. Benedictus by Zechariah, father of John the Baptist, Luke 1:76-77

It is believed that John was a member of a Jewish
sect living in Palestine called the Essenes. They lived
a communal life and tried to avoid contamination
from worldly impurity. Their habitation was
unearthed at Qumran near where the Dead Sea
Scrolls were found. In the ruins, ink was found in the
inkwells of the Scriptorium, the room where
Scriptures were copied.
St. John lived an austere life. He ate grasshoppers
and wild honey.
While still a youth you fled the world,
To find God’s peace in desert places.
Your mission there to contemplate,
Prepare the way for saving grace.
You wore a belt and camels’ skin.
You drank from a running spring nearby.
The locusts and wild honeycombs
Your need for food did satisfy.
(Breviary)

In our window, one can see that John wears a complete garment made of animal skins that
may be seen at the neck and below his purple robe.
Notice that St. John points with his right hand to the staff with its banner proclaiming
“BEHOLD, THE LAMB OF GOD.” The staff represents Christ.
The shell hanging around John’s neck was used for pouring the water in the Baptism
ceremony. The flowers on both sides of the window could mean St. Joh’s Worts, the small
flower of various colors.
Let us look at St. John’s sad face. What can he be contemplating? Could it be that he is
concerned for the salvation of the future people of the church? From his position in the
church, note that his gaze goes out over the congregation in prayer. His piercing eyes have a
hypnotic quality that seems to draw us to him.
St. John the Baptist stands for humility, purity, repentance, and incessant prayer. He baptized Christ with the baptism of repentance at the River Jordan. At that moment, the Holy
Spirit descended like a dove from Heaven. St. John’s words were, “I have seen and testified
that He is the Son of God.” (John 1:34 )
St. Augustine has said that St. John is “the boundary wall between the old and the new
covenants. (Testaments) He represents the old and the new.”
When we look at St. John’s sandals, we think of his words, “He (Jesus) it is who is to come
after me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to untie.” (John 1:27)
Almighty God, teach us to heed the exhortation of St. Joh, the Forerunner, and to walk in the
way of salvation. Breviary.
The child born to us is more than a prophet. For him, the Savior said, Among those born of
woman, there has not risen a greater than John the Baptist. Breviary.

Window 7 – ST. ALOYSIUS GONZAGA
Lord, you are my trust from my youth; from my mother’s womb you are my strength. Psalm 71:5-6
St. Aloysius Gonzaga was designated patron of
youth by both Pope Benedict XIII and Pope Pius XII.
His father wanted him to join the military. At five
years of age, St. Aloysius lived near 3000 soldiers who
were in training. At seven year, he experienced a spiritual quickening or sudden development of his religious faculties as a result of his sorrow for repeating
the soldiers’ language.
St. Aloysius wanted to become a Jesuit, but his father and other family members objected vehemently.
Though the family had close relationships with nobility, and he had opportunities for a successful career,
nothing could deter him from his determination to
become a Jesuit. Finally, when he was 18 years old,
his father gave his consent and Aloysius went to the
Jesuit house of Sant’ Andrea in Rome. For six years,
he explained catechism to the ragamuffins in the
streets of Rome. In the opinion of his spiritual directors, St. Robert Bellarmine, S. J., Aloysius had never in
his life committed a mortal sin.
When an epidemic of plague came to the city, the
Jesuits opened a hospital. St. Aloysius nursed the ill.
He caught the plague from a patient whom he had
held in his arms as the man died. He became ill and
died at 23 years of age in 1591.
His relics are placed in Rome in the chapel in the
Church of St. Ignatius, who was the founder of the
Society of Jesus, the Jesuits.

Lord God, source of heavenly gifts, in St. Aloysius you united splendid purity of life with great
penance. Through his example and prayers assist us to imitate his penance. Breviary
You have made him little less than a god – and crowned him with glory and honor. Psalm 8:5-6
For anyone who has had a young person taken from the family in death, here are words of
comfort taken from a letter that St. Aloysius wrote to his mother from his death bed:
I cannot grasp why God should summon me to eternal rest in recompense for such brief and
insignificant toil, or why He should call me to a happiness I have so lukewarmly sought, and
promise a reward for tears of which I have shed so few.
Please, Mother, do not insult God’s infinite goodness by lamenting for me as dead, when in reality I shall be living in God’s presence and helping you far more than I ever did in my present
life. The separation will not be a long one; we shall be reunited with each other in Heaven
when we join our Redeemer and joyfully sing his mercies forever. He takes away the life he had
earlier given us, only to establish it in a safer place and to fill it with the blessings we had always desired.

Window 8 – THE HOLY FAMILY
This window on the south side of the church depicts the familiar story told by Luke about Jesus'
birth in a stable because there was no room for his family in the inn. This event reminds us of
Jesus' humble birth, even though he is the King of kings. This world has never had any room for
Jesus. He had to borrow a manger at his birth and borrow a tomb after his death (which he
promptly returned after three days use). Yet, Christ needed no place in this world because his
kingdom is not of it. His kingly rule is established in the lives of all who trust him…he takes up
residence in our hearts…which are kind of like mangers…dirty, lowly, and no place for a
king. Our hearts are not the “thrones” we often pretend they are. But, the birth of Jesus
shows us that dirty mangers are the precise kind of places he has come to rule. What grace
that the infinite God would become an infant and grace a manger with his presence. What
greater grace that this same God would grace our hearts with his kingly rule! And we long for
the day when he brings his kingdom in full! He will remake this world and all its room shall be
his! It will all be his place…not borrowed, but righteously ruled!
So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of
David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to register with
Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. While they were there,
the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped
him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them.
Luke 2:4-7

Window 9 - ST. AGNES, VIRGIN AND MARTYR
She was in love with no one but the author of life.
St. Agnes has always been looked on in the
church as a special patroness of bodily purity. She
lived in the early days of Christianity, the last
of the third century, and died during the Diocletian
persecutions. Both St. Ambrose and St.
Augustine declare that she died when she was
13 years of age.
St. Agnes told her noble suitors that she had
consecrated her virginity to a heavenly husband,
Jesus Christ. In revenge, they reported to the
governor that she was a Christian. Rather than
being thrown to the wild animals to be devoured,
she was sentenced to be beheaded.
In art, St. Agnes is usually shown holding a lamb
and a palm leaf. It is said that because the Latin
word for lamb in Agnus, that so resembles her
name, Agnes, That she is shown with a lamb which
could mean “Lamb of God” or Christ.
Palm signifies honor as palms were used in the
triumphal entry of Christ into the city of Jerusalem
on Palm Sunday.
At the bottom of the window, we learn that this
window was donated by St. Mary’s Sodality. In the
center of the insignia beneath the crown, symbol
of victory, is a monogram with the Greek Letters
Tau and Omega.
Almighty eternal God, You choose the weak of the
world to put the strong to shame. In your mercy, may we imitate Agnes’ perseverance in the
faith. Breviary.
With Jesus, she is united in Heaven, whom on earth she loved with all her heart. Breviary.

ICON 10 - OUR MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP
Our Mother of Perpetual Help is the miraculous picture icon-style of Madonna and Child.
The original rests on the main altar of the shrine of the same name on VIA MERULANA in
Rome. The five markings are names or titles in Greek. At the top: Mother (meter – shortened
to “MP” mu rho in Creek) of God “ThU” – theta upsilon). The marking over “M” is an old sign
for the Holy Spirit, or redemption. The wavy line over the “ThU” is an old indication for an
abbreviation. Over the Christ Child is “Jesus Christ.” The angels are designated as the
Archangels Michael (mu in Greek, “M” in English) and Gabriel (Capital gamma in Greek,
“G” in English.)
“Our Mother of Perpetual Help”
originated in an episode, so says the legend,
in young Jesus’ life. One day the Christ Child
was frightened by the terrifying vision of two
angels showing Him the instruments of the
passion. He runs to His Mother for
reassurance, almost losing his sandal on the
way. Safely enfolded in her arms, his hands
are turned palms down into His Mother’s,
illustrating that the graces of redemption are
in her keeping. (Rev. Peter Klein)
This icon depicting Our Mother of
Perpetual Help is signed by the artist,
Giovanni Burkhardt, painter, and dated 1902
in Rome, Italy. It bears the original wax seals
of the artist. The icon was brought to this
area by Bishop Vincent Wehrle, O.S.B. One
like it hangs at the Benedictine Abbey in
Richardton, ND, where Bishop Wehrle was
abbot before becoming the first Bishop of
Bismarck.
O Lord Jesus Christ, we venerate the glorious image of Your Mother Mary, whom You gave us to
be our mother too, ever ready to succor us. Grant, we pray You that we, who earnestly beg her
motherly help, may be found worthy to enjoy eternally the fruit of Your redemption. You, who

Window 11 – ST. ANNE AND MARY, THE BLESSED VIRGIN
Lord, You have granted blessed Ann the grace to be the mother of her who bore Your
only-begotten Son: grant that we may be helped by her intercession. (Mass of St. Ann)
St. Ann and her immaculately conceived daughter, Mary,
stand in a spot that is now a crypt below the Church of
St. Ann near the pool of Bethesda, just inside the Lions’ Gate
of the old city of Jerusalem. In that church is a white marble
statue of Mary with her mother, St. Ann, at the same ages
and the same pose as in this window. In the background,
one may see a part of Jerusalem. This is the way Jerusalem
really looks: with buildings of that same architecture and the
tall, thin cypress trees.
Mary attended a school of religion which was something
like a boarding school of today.
The window at the top shows the two slates of the Ten
Commandments that Moses brought down from Mt. Sinai.
On the left can be seen the numbers of the first three
commandments, dealing with one’s relationship with God
and on the right are the numbers of the seven
commandments dealing with one’s relationships with others
(neighbors).
Jesse’s illustrious family tree produced a beautiful branch
from which there blossomed a flower of rarest fragrance.
(Breviary)
Grace is poured out upon your lips; therefore God has
blessed you forever. (Psalm 45:2)

Window 12 – ST. JOHN, THE EVANGELIST
As the eagle soars in the heavens toward the sun at which he gazes unwaveringly, so the
beloved apostle contemplates the divine mysteries shown us
in his gospel. (St. Andrew Daily Missal)
St. John was Christ’s apostle who wrote the fourth gospel,
so different from Matthew, Mark and Luke. He also wrote
the Book of Revelations and three epistles while on the
island of Patmos. His gospel speaks of love more than the
others. He was known as the disciple who Jesus loved.
St. John was favored on several occasions by Jesus.
He was one of three witnesses at the Transfiguration. At the
Last Supper, he leaned on Jesus’ breast. He was there for
Jesus’ Agony in the Garden. He was at the foot of the cross
at the Crucifixion when Jesus entrusted His mother to John’s
care. Unlike the other apostles, John escaped martyrdom
and died at an advanced age at Ephesus where he had taken
the Blessed Mother to live with him after the Crucifixion.
St. John is symbolized by the eagle, a bird with piercing
eyes, which soars over the highest peaks, just as his Gospel
soars. At the top of the window, we see a cross representing
Christ through the crown of victory.
Let us love one another, since love is from God.” (1 John 4:7)

Window 13 – THE ASSUMPTION OF MARY
O Almighty and Eternal God, You have taken up into heavenly glory the body and soul of the
Immaculate Virgin Mary, the mother of Your Son.
(Entrance hymn of Mass of the Assumption)
The Assumption of Mary is the forerunner of what
has been promised each of us in our future life with
God.
The huge halo radiating from the head of Mary far
outshines any of the haloes we have seen on any of
the other saints. The crown design on her garment
symbolizes victory.
The angels who will take Mary to life with Her Son
are shown with lilies, the symbol of purity.
She was a virgin, spotless in her own conception,
unsullied in her divine motherhood and triumphed
over sin and its consequences. Therefore, she received
as the supreme crown upon all her privileges, the favor
of being preserved from the corruption of the grave in
order, like her Son, to overcome death and to be
exalted, body and soul to heavenly glory.
(Apostolic Constitution, Munificentissimus Deus,
Pius XII)
Mary has been taken up into heaven; the choirs of
angels rejoice as they praise and bless the Lord.
(Breviary)

Window 14 – THE CRUCIFIXION OF OUR LORD
Up pious souls, draw near the lamb,
Who freely gives Himself for you.
Behold Him on the tree of the Cross.
See. Hanging between two murderers.
God’s Son gives His blood.
And you shed not a tear for Him in return?”
(The Oberammergau Passion Play written by Father Othmar Weis of the Benedictine Abbey at
Ettel. The Passion Play dates back to 1633)
In some ways, The Crucifixion Window is the most complex and inspiring of all. Let us first
look at the top part of the window. At the far left, we see the monogram of Jesus Christ as explained in the Nativity window.
At the center is an angel holding a banner proclaiming, “Lamb of God who takes away the sins of
the world, have mercy on us.”
On the far right is seen a mother pelican with her three little ones. The pelican is a symbol of
the Eucharist and redemption, because of an ancient legend that the female pelican would rip
open her breast to feed her young with her own life’s blood to avert their starvation in a time of
famine. How like Christ who gave His life’s blood for our sins.

There is another legend that the pelican is the enemy of the serpent whose sting brings
death to the young. The mother pelican, mourning over her dead brood, incinerates herself
and her warm blood restores their lives. (Rev. Peter Klein)
Look at the lower part of the window where we see Christ hanging on the cross. Above the
cross is seen the inscription I N R I. This is the Latin abbreviation of Jesus Nazarenus Rex Judaecorum meaning Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews (John 19:19) written by Pontius Pilate.
The two thieves, Dismas and Gesmas, are not shown in this scene.
Notice this window is on the west side of the church; the direction of the setting sun. To
the left of Christ’s outstretched arm, we see the setting sun, shrouded in darkness. To the
right of His other outstretched arm, we see the rising moon signaling the coming of night.
These symbols remind us of the darkness of the Good Friday events; the seeming victory of
death over the light we know as Christ. However, as Christian believers, we know the story
does not end with the death of Good Friday. We are convinced of the rising Son of Easter
morning!
Now look at the panel to the far left where we see three bystanders. The closed one is
poorly dressed with bare feet and carrying a cane. Wouldn’t it be interesting, if this could be a
person who Jesus had cured at an earlier time and he had returned to give thanks? The man
next to him is certainly not a believer. He has such a cynical look on his face. The man next to
the cynic shows by his face that he IS a believer.
Now look at the well-dressed person, who must be a member of the High Council. Nicodemus was a member of the High Council who was a Christian in secret, so this could be him.
The Roman Centurion at experiencing the earthquake said, “Truly this was the Son of
God.” (Matthew 27:54)
At the bottom of the window can be seen a skull. Golgotha, where the crucifixion took
place means “Place of the Skull.”
The holy man standing in prayer could be Joseph of Aramathea, who was a member of the
Sanhedrin, but was a Christian in secret. It was he who provided the tomb in which Jesus was
buried.
Beside him can be seen a Roman Soldier. He might have been the one who cast the dice for
Christ’s garment. After mocking Jesus, he said “Save Thyself!”
To the right of the cross is a man who disdainfully stares at the woman who embraces
Christ’s feet. This man could be Simon, the Pharisee, at whose home Christ came to dinner
and where the Penitent Woman washed Christ’s feet with her tears and wiped them dry with
her hair. Simon is anything but forgiving. The woman has returned to embrace Christ’s feet
with love. She risks personal harm in following so closely to express her gratitude and great
love to the Crucified Christ.

To Christ’s left, the Blessed Virgin is seen fainting into John the Beloved’s arms. Earlier,
Christ had appointed John as His mother’s caregiver. The Blessed Virgin is surrounded by the
women who came from Galilee with Jesus. We might surmise that Mary Magdalen, Mary the
mother of James and Joseph and the wife of Zebedee are among them based on Matthew
27:55-56.
In the far right panel of the window, we see at the top, three men who could be passersby
that are mentioned in the Gospel. The one to the right appears to be a person closed to
Christ’s mission as shown by his facial expression and the way his arms are folded tight in
front of him, and his looking away from Christ with disdain at the other believers.
The kneeling man, dressed in rich garments that show up so light could be Lazarus. There
on his knees grieving the death of his close friend. Jesus has been raised up on the cross to
give us new life just as He gave Lazarus new life by raising him from the dead at Bethany.
The person kneeling next to Lazarus might be Simon the Cyrenian, who helped carry Jesus’
cross, though he didn’t want to do it. His clothing is very dark as was the garb of people from
the country as we know Simon was. We have yet to comment of the purple flower at the
bottom and to the left of the scene. Purple is the Lenten color of repentance. The plant is a
symbol of death and rebirth, the theme of the window.
CALVARY
We can only give Jesus thanks for His redemption,
When we choose to follow His path of loveLove that does not shirk suffering, but
Sacrifices itself and even prays for its enemies.
(Text of a plaque on the wall of the Church of the Redeemer at the end of Vial Dolorosa in Jerusalem)
We adore You O Christ and we bless You, because by Your Holy Cross, You have redeemed the
world. (Stations of the Cross)

Window 15 - ST. CATHERINE OF ALEXANDRIA
God, You gave the law to Moses on Mt. Sinai and later had the body of the blessed virgin martyr Catherine miraculously carried to the same spot by your holy angels. Grant through the
merits and prayers of this saint, we may reach the mountain
which is Christ. (Entrance Hymn of the Mass of St. Catherine)
St. Catherine is known as the patroness of wheelwrights and
philosophers. Legend has it that at the time of the persecution
of Maxentius, Catherine was sentenced to die on the torture
wheel that had sharp knives all around its rim. The wheel broke
and the knives flew off, killing many onlookers. Instead, she was
beheaded. Angels are said to have carried her body up to Mt.
Sinai in Arabia where Moses received the Ten Commandments.
Her relics still repose there.
The window shows symbols of this story. The wheel which is
the instrument of torture also indicates her patronage of those
who made the wheels. The pen made from a feather plume indicates her patronage of philosophers. The sword she holds in her
hands indicates the way she lost her life by beheading. The two
lions at the top of the window symbolize the strength and fortitude of this woman who refused to give up her Christianity. They
also remind us that Christ was known as the Lion of Judah.
At the top of the window, we see the same symbol of suffering and death as on the Immaculate Heart of Mary window. This
is a symbol of the story of St. Catherine’s life.
May the mysteries which we receive be a help to us, Lord, and
through the intercession of blessed St. Catherine of Alexandria,
Your virgin and martyr, may they cause us to rejoice in Your everlasting protection. (Postcommunion of the Mass of Catherine of
Alexandria)

This is a wise virgin and one of the number of the prudent. Alleluia. (Mass of Virgin Martyrs)

Window 16 – THE ASCENSION OF JESUS INTO HEAVEN
“…as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight” (Acts 1:9)
The ascension of Jesus into heaven is
illustrated in this window. Jesus ascended into
heaven as the glorified Christ to be with the
Heavenly Father. The disciples, who stand
looking up as Jesus ascends, are now apostles,
commissioned to proclaim the Good News of
salvation in the name of Jesus, the Christ.
Christ stands for a moment suspended in
the clouds; his downcast eyes and
out-stretched hands seem to give a
benediction upon his infant church. This little
group of disciples witnessed, with yearning
eyes, His home-going (to heaven) from the
hills near Bethany. Christ ascended into
heaven after spending 40 days among his
disciples following His Resurrection, and is
depicted with the Apostles and His Mother
Mary. The holes in his hands and feet are still
there emphasizing that Christ’s experience of
suffering humanity is retained after his Ascension. Therefore it is said, ‘When he ascended
on high he made captivity itself a captive; he
gave gifts to his people.’ When it says, ‘He
ascended’, what does it mean but that he had
also descended into the lower parts of the earth? He who descended is the same one who
ascended far above all the heavens, so that he might fill all things.
Then he led them out as far as Bethany, raised his hands, and blessed them. As he blessed
them he parted from them and was taken up to heaven. They did him homage and then
returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and they were continually in the temple praising God.
Luke 24:50-54

Window 17 - MARY MAGDALENE AT THE CROSS
Mary Magdalene (Her name comes from
her origin in Magdala, a region in northern
Galilee) became a disciple of Jesus Christ
after He cast out the seven demons that
had possessed her (Mark 16:9). In the New
Testament Mary Magdalen is mentioned as
one of the women who accompanied Christ
and ministered to him (Luke 8:2-3). She
was present at Jesus’ crucifixion (John
19:25), as well as at His empty tomb on the
morning of His resurrection. She remained
at the foot of the cross when most of Jesus’
followers left him, and she is remembered
for her courage in faithfully standing with
Jesus even as he faced death. According to
tradition, she was sent into exile to France
with several other early Christians, where
she spent the rest of her life. She was presented with the Eucharist daily by angels,
and was transported to the chapel of St.
Maximin in order to receive the last sacraments before her death.
St. Mary Magdalene has been called the
second-most important woman in the Gospels, after Jesus’ mother, Mary. The Gospels
mention her 12 times, more than most of
the apostles.
Mary Magdalene is the only person noted by all four Gospels as testifying to Jesus’
resurrection. John and Mark portray her as the first witness of the resurrection, and St. Augustine honored her with the title “the apostle to the apostles” because she was the first to
share the news of the resurrection.

For generations, tradition confused Mary Magdalene with two other women of the Gospel.
She is not the same person as Mary of Bethany, who is sister to Martha and Lazarus. She is also not the unnamed woman of Luke’s Gospel (7:36-50), who was uncritically assumed to be a
prostitute. Both of these other women anoint Jesus’ feet with oil, which is why Mary Magdalene is mistakenly portrayed with a jar of ointment, as in this stained glass window from the
Basilica. We do know that Mary Magdalene was a pillar of the early Christian community, a
faithful follower of Jesus who was healed by him, and one of the first people to witness and
share the good news.
Various traditions compete to tell the story of what happened to Mary Magdalene in her
later life. One legend has it that she retired to Ephesus with Jesus’ mother, Mary. Another has
it that she was transported to France with others and evangelized that area. The relics of St.
Mary Magdalene rest in the reliquary chapel in the Basilica, and she is depicted in stained
glass in the Basilica as well as in a wall mural there.
St. Mary Magdalene, who stood with Jesus at the cross, and was the first witness of the resurrection, pray for us!

Window 18 - THE ANNUNCIATION
Before Christ the Savior was born to the Virgin Mary, the Archangel Gabriel delivered the
joyous news to her from God. Despite being afraid, Mary accepts the will of the Lord. Creators of
ecclesiastic stained glass windows throughout the ages have depicted this miraculous scene in
various ways, but many pieces show Mary kneeling before the angel and receiving the news with
humility and grace. The scene is a popular choice for church windows in part because of the
wondrous nature of the event. The
Annunciation can also help remind parishioners
that they, like Mary, should be willing to place
their trust in God and His wisdom.
Described in the Bible in the Book of Luke,
the Annunciation to the Blessed Virgin Mary is
the moment that Mary finds out she will bear
the son of the Lord. She has already promised
her hand in marriage to Joseph when the
Archangel Gabriel appears to her. He tells Mary
that she is highly favored by God and blessed
among women. Mary is shaken and frightened
by the vision, and questions how she could
possibly bear a child when she is still a virgin.
The words of the angel bring her comfort
and peace.
It is from God’s messenger that Mary learns
just how special her son will be–He will be
known as the Son of God and His kingdom will
be everlasting. Mary is told she will conceive
through the Holy Spirit, and humbly declares
herself the handmaid of the Lord. Although
religious stained glass works depicting the
Annunciation usually show Mary and Gabriel
only, Elizabeth is also mentioned by the angel. Gabriel tells Mary that though her cousin was
thought to be barren, she currently carried a child in her womb. After Mary conceived, she went
to visit her cousin and saw for herself that Elizabeth was six months pregnant. The child she
carried was a son who would become known as John the Baptist.

A separate Annunciation, described in the Gospel of Matthew, is made to Joseph. When he
learns Mary is pregnant he naturally suspects her of being unfaithful. To put his mind at ease,
an angel appears to Joseph in a dream and tells him he should not refuse to wed Mary. The
baby she carries was conceived without sin through the Holy Spirit, and will be called Jesus.
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to
a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's
name was Mary. And he came to her and said, "Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!"
But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might
be. And the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And
behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He
will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the
throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom
there will be no end."
And Mary said to the angel, "How will this be, since I am a virgin?"
“And the angel answered her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy--the Son of God.
And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth
month with her who was called barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.’ And Mary
said, ‘Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be done to me according to your word.’ And
the angel departed from her.” (Luke 1:26-38)

Window 19 – MARY, THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
Let us know move to the center aisle of the church facing the Immaculate Conception window
in the choir loft.
Draw us to yourself, Virgin Immaculate, into the fragrance of your presence. (Breviary)
In 1885, the Marquis de Mores,
the founder of Medora, ND, was
accused of murdering a cowboy.
During his trial, his wife, Medora,
stayed in Bismarck with the
Benedictine sisters at St. Alexius
Hospital and met the priest who
would later build St. Mary’s, Rev. J.B.
Genin. After the Marquis was
acquitted, Medora was very grateful
to the sisters and Fr. Genin for their
prayers on her husband’s behalf.
Upon the Marquis death, Medora
purchased this elaborate window in
his memory.
It depicts Mary crushing the head
of a serpent and is crafted in ripple
glass that’s no longer available to
today’s artisans.
At the very top of the window is
seen a flaming heart pierced with a
small sword which represents
charity. It is surrounded by flowers.
Rising from both sides of the arch
of the window to the heart are
climbing roses attached to a vine. If the blue blooms on both sides had one more petal, they
would be called a mystical rose to symbolize the Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary: Annunciation,
Visitation, Nativity, Presentation, Finding of the Child Jesus in the Temple.

The Blessed Virgin Mary stands on the world with arms outstretched, rays emanating from
her hands as an offering of her prayers of intercession for all the people of the earth to Her
Son.
This welcoming gesture can be seen by people outside who are just entering the church as
a welcome to God’s House; especially at night when the window is lit from the inside.
At her feet, we see the snake representing Satan. The Immaculate Conception of the Virgin
Mary whose foot crushed the serpent’s head. (Breviary)
A great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon was under her
feet and upon her head a crown of twelve stars. And she brought forth a male child, who is to
rule all nations with a rod of iron; and her child was caught up to God and to His throne.
(Revelation 12: 1-5) The twelve lights around Mary’s head remind us of the Twelve Tribes of
Israel; the twelve sons of Jacob. Mary is a descendant of King David who is in turn of the tribe
of Judah, son of Jacob.
At the very bottom of the window above the credit for the donation of the window is a
large crown, indicating Mary’s descent from the royal family of King David.
God of love and mercy, through the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary, you prepared
a worthy dwelling for your Son. Hear our prayer and as you preserved her from every stain in
view of your Son’s redemptive death, now cleanse us too from sin and, through her
intercession, bring us to yourself. This we ask of you. (Breviary)
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you. Blessed are you among women and blessed is the
fruit of your womb, Jesus.

Window 1 – HOLY SPIRIT
As with most pilgrimages, we now return to where we began; kneeling before the Holy
Spirit window of our beautiful sanctuary, where the people of St. Mary’s Parish Family gather
each day to celebrate the Eucharist. Our pilgrimage has been one of both hope and despair
but we are filled with Joy and inspiration in the knowledge that Christ and the saints of the
church accompany us on tour pilgrimage of life. We take leave of this holy place convinced of
God’s protection and continuing presence in the Holy Spirit.
Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of Your faithful, and they shall be created; and You shall renew
the face of the earth. Amen!

